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indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: .only 25 per cent. Dun s Mercantile Agency informs us that the general
cost of living has increased 131 per cent. We know of no more reliable source of information. Mr. Moffatt,
manager of the Standard Oil Co. s Sugar Creek refinery, informs me that in the period since 1914 their common
labor has been increased 138 per cent. This statement was given to me about September, however, and |
understand that they have since had a further increase. We think that an entrance salary of SI,800 with an
annual promotion of S300 until $2,400 maximum is reached, with the special clerks grade at $2,600 as a
mandatory reward for two or three years of satisfactory service in the maximum grade would be about right,
provided there is no further increase in the cost of necessities. To grant to the 44,681 clerks and 35,024 carriers
in the service the increase which we have just asked would, we estimate, require something like $80,000,000 per
annum. Of course the question of raising this revenue is one with which we are evidently not concerned. | wish
to call attention, however, to the fact that the Postmaster General states that on one class of mail in the Tcar
1919 the loss of $67,000,000. The number of pieces of mail handled in the local office in the calendar year 1918
was, in round numbers, 430,000,000; in 1919, 508,000,000, an increase of a fraction over 78,000,000, or about 18
per cent. The...
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