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photographers, assistants, and scholars, | observed that the best of handbooks on photography, and the most
instructive periodicals, leave a want, in so far as it is a matter of difficulty to find exactly that which is required
at the moment. Useful directions on the construction of the gallery; on the preparation of the collodion and
silver bath; the causes and the remedies of failures in the positive and negative processes; dry-plate process;
instructions on the selection and use of the objectives, c., are often lost, because they are not readily found.
There is not sufficient time at one s disposal to read whole pages in order to discover the particular line which is
wanted. | have endeavored, therefore, to collect, in alphabetical succession, in a small pocket volume,
everything important for the photographer; and nobody can remain in doubt where to look for the particular
information he desires. In this little work numerous notices have been embodied which have not been published
heretofore, and which | have collected during my long practical career. The knowledge of the practice of
photography is presupposed; and based on this supposition, | have sketched the different processes in but a few
words, leaving the details to be examined in my Handbook, or the periodicals to which | have referred in the
text. The metrical system of weights and measures...
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