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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XII. ON NOVELS AND THE ART OF WRITING THEM.
It is nearly twenty years since | proposed to myself to write a history of English prose fiction. | shall never do it
now, but the subject is so good a one that | recommend it heartily to some man of letters, who shall at the same
time be indefatigable and light-handed. | acknowledge that | broke down in the task, because | could not endure
the labour in addition to the other labours of my life. Though the book might be charming, the work was very
much the reverse. It came to have a terrible aspect to me, as did that proposition that | should sit out all the
May meetings of a season. According to my plan of such a history it would be necessary to read an infinity of
novels, and not only to read them, but so to read them as to point out the excellences of those which are most
excellent, and to explain the defects of those which, though defective, had still reached sufficient reputation to
make them worthy of notice. | did read many after this fashion, --and here and there | have the criticisms which
| wrote. In regard to many, they were written on some blank page within the book. | have not, however, even a
list of the books so criticised. | think that the Arcadia was the first, and Ivanhoe the last....
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