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Original publisher: Fort Collins, Colo. : U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Research
Station, 2008 OCLC Number: (OColLC)313457559 Subject: Forest policy -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Applying
Wilderness Character to the NEPA Process This section provides suggestions for how to incorporate wilderness
char-acter concepts into the National Environmental Policy Act ( NEPA ) process. While generally following what
is known as the NEPA Triangle ( fig. 1 ), this section is not a primer on NEPA and assumes a functional
understanding of the NEPA process. Although wilderness character concepts can be applied to many aspects of
the NEPA process, its greatest application may be in analyzing effects at the project level and describing desired
conditions for programmatic direction in Forest or Wilderness Plans. This section demonstrates how the four
qualities of wilderness character could be incorporated into NEPA at both programmatic and project levels.
Ten hypothetical examples, in boxes, show how these qualities may be incorporated into each step of NEPA.
Management decisions require articulating the tradeoffs and expected results for projects that affect the
preservation of wilderness character. For example, the decision not to build a footbridge across a stream may
preserve certain qualities of wilderness character, while building the footbridge may diminish certain qualities
of wilderness character. These distinctions are important to describe in the environmental compliance process,
and the wil-derness character concepts discussed here provide methodology and language to articulate how
wilderness character is affected. Figure 1 - NEPA Triangle. USDA Forest Service Gen. Tech. Rep. RMRS-GTR-
217TWWW. 2008 11 This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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