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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1877 Excerpt: .The candidate, though somewhat annoyed by the turn things had taken,
good naturedly joined in the bursts of laughter which these replies elicited. At the same time he maintained an
easy dignity, and manifested an undoubting satisfaction in the pertinency of his answers; and, though most
men would have understood the situation at once, so intense was his anxiety to be licensed, so fixed his
confidence in his ability, so strong his desire to practice medicine, and so innocent of all inferences militating
against the cherished object of his ambition, that when he was requested to retire--before the Board had had
an opportunity to take action in his case--at the door he caught the Secretary by the button, and with the most
disingenuous simplicity and a faith which discounted all known mustard seeds, asked when he might call for his
certificate! It was enough to melt a heart of adamant to--tears or smiles. Another case was that of a Hungarian-
-distressing, not only as to his utter absence of all coherent knowledge of even the most obvious of anatomical
and physiological facts, but even more distressing in the want of consciousness of his own ignorance. In fact,
almost without exception those who were rejected were either completely ignorant of their deficiencies or with
ineffable assurance asserted their ability, attested, as they alleged, by their cures to meet and baffle disease in
all of its numerous phases. According to the eternal fitness of things, these two medical practitioners...
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