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An Ancient Foe Becomes a Modern Scourge - The Return of a Stealth BacteriaBroxmeyer, Dr.
LawrenceCreateSpace (180 pp. ) 8. 95 paperbackISBN: 978-1478101260; November 14, 2012 BOOK REVIEWAutism
has proved to be one of the more haunting medical mysteries of recent times. As the diagnosis rate explodes,
desperate parents and baffled doctors have searched in vain for an explanation. Broxmeyer, an internist and
experienced medical researcher whos studied both AIDS and Alzheimers disease, offers a new perspective. His
book focuses on an underresearched link between autism and fetal exposure to tuberculosis bacteria. The
hypothesis is a fascinating one, and Broxmeyer provides evidence from enough esteemed researchers to give
credence to his ideas. The consensus that autism is from an intrauterine infection is growing, bolstered by
Pattersons and Fatemis studies. However, the question still unanswered remains: which infection This of course
is unknown. But in Autism: An Ancient Foe, a prime, conceivable candidate is logically presented, and
compellingly supported by scientific literature, old and new. Until 1980 autism is called childhood schizophrenia
and in some parts of the world, it still is. By the same token, an extensive body of medical literature ties
schizophrenia to mycobacterial disease, the infectious focus of this book. This was only brought more sharply
into focus when Rzhetsky, in 2007, used a proof-of-concept biostatistical analysis of 1. 5 million patient records,
to find significant genetic overlap in humans with autism, schizophrenia. . and tuberculosis. To this effect NIMH
trials, presently ongoing, will determine whether the anti-tubercular drug Seromycin helps to diminish the
symptomatology of autism as it did in animal models. In a sense, this connection is hardly a new one....
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