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Excerpt: .when the force of the general opinion of all the
rational and right-minded will carry the day; and nothing is
more gratifying, amid the present decay of good morals
through intemperance, than the specimen, on a limited scale,
which this invitation has called out. The sound sense, the
effective piety, the full information, with good taste and power
of conveying their ideas among the writers, show a high state
of intelligence and mental cultivation in the class from which
the essays have proceeded, --so that where the sin has most
abounded is found the instrument for its counter-action. What
happy providences, she remarks, after giving a sketch of the
lives of some of the writers, bring most of us at some time in
contact with others of a superior nature, or, without natural
superiority, having the moral sympathy which attracts and
imparts influence. It is...
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