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the Reformation An attempt to compress into the following pages the ecclesiastical history of fifteen centuries,
requires some previous explanation, lest any should imagine that this undertaking ha 3 been entered upon
rashly, and without due consideration of its difficulty. This is not the case; | am not blind to the various and even
opposite dangers which beset it; and least of all am | insensible to the peculiar and most solemn importance of
the subject. But | approach it with deliberation as well as reverence, willing to consecrate to Gods service the
fruits of an insufficient, but not careless diligence, and also trusting, by His divine aid, to preserve the straight
path which leads through truth unto wisdom. The principles by which | have been guided require no preface;
they will readily develops themselves, as they are the simplest in human nature. But, respecting the general plan
which has been followed in the conduct of this work, a few words appear to be necessary. In the first place |
have abandoned the method of division by centuries, which has too long perplexed ecclesiastical history, and
have endeavoured to regulate the partition by the dependence of connected events, and the momentous
revolutions which have arisen from it. It is one advantage in this plan, that it has very frequently enabled me to
collect under one head, to digest by a single effort, and present, in one uninterrupted view, materials bearing in
reality upon the same point, but which, by the more usual method, are separated and distracted. It is
impossible to ascertain the proportions or...
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