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Africa in 1914, Vol. 1 3. Would you, then, please make a statement as to irrigation? - Yes. The general policy of
the Government as regards irrigation is not so much to undertake large State schemes, but rather to foster
private enterprise and co-operative enterprise. At the present time it must be realised that our policy is the best,
considering the conditions here. We have a very small population in relation to the size of the country, and
market conditions arc abnormal. We have no home market at all. and it takes very little to glut such market as
we have. Unless produce is produced which can be exported, the people cannot get rid of it. At present | think
there can be no question that this country, as a whole, must be considered mainly as a pastoral one, and its
future, | think, largely lies in that direction, so that irrigation is to a very large extent an adjunct to stock
farming, and in that sense we are only at the fringe of our development. Vast areas of the country are being
stocked, at present, on the basis of a condition of drought. Large areas will only carry one sheep to about ten
acres, whereas with a very little extension of irrigation on the farms by means of small dams or boreholes it is
possible to grow fodder, lucerne, or winter feed, and immediately double the stock-carrying capacity of the
farms. Then. again, it must be remembered that, owing to the peculiar geological conditions, we have
comparatively little soil in the country which is alluvial....
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