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Bensington, or at least his blushing baldness and something of his collar and coat, and hear fragments of a
lecture or paper that he imagined himself to be reading audibly; and once I remember-one midday in the
vanished past-when the British Association was at Dover, coming on Section C or D, or some such letter, which
had taken up its quarters in a public-house, and following two, serious-looking ladies with paper parcels, out of
mere curiosity, through a door labelled Billiards and Pool into a scandalous darkness, broken only by a magic-
lantern circle of Redwoods tracings. .Bensington was very authoritative upon teaching-though I am certain he
would have been scared out of his wits by an average Board School class in half-an-hour-and so far as I can
remember now, he was propounding an improvement of Professor Armstrongs Heuristic method, whereby at
the cost of three or four hundred pounds worth of apparatus, a total neglect of all other studies and the
undivided attention of a teacher of exceptional giFs, an average child might with a peculiar sort of thumby
thoroughness learn in the course of ten or twelve years almost as much chemistry as one could get in one of
those objectionable shilling text-books that were then so...
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