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Some examples of that include the Department of Energy re-cently held workshops for county and local
municipalities to train leaders in how to apply for the Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grants. The
Department of Energy also held meetings with local businesses and financial officials to talk about how to
make sure small businesses can access their new loan guarantee pro-grams. The Commerce Department,
through the Manufacturing Exten-sion and the Economic Development Administration, have held nu-merous
workshops in the auto region to help companies diversify and provide tailored assistance as well as to help
regions with their strategic planning. And recently, the Department of Labor convened all the rapid re-sponse
coordinators throughout the Midwest to make sure that we provide a consistent level of service and to help
States with their planning efforts. The administration approach realized that there is no single agency that
holds the key to economic growth and that there is no magic bullet. The challenges that the regions face did
not appear overnight and they will not be resolved overnight. Credit for busi-nesses cleaning up private
properties, transportation issues, job training, schools, public safety, and health care are all integral parts of
the solution. Local and national foundations also have a role to play and we have begun to find ways to reach
out and part-ner with them. State and local governments have and must play a central role in these efforts,
reflecting choices that each area must make about how best to use their assets. Our...
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